
About Broadstairs Folk Week 

Broadstairs Folk Week organises a week-long festival in the second week of August. 

The mission statement of the festival is: - 

“To preserve and advance public education in and appreciation of, English and 

Multicultural Folk Dance, Song and Music, and to promote the knowledge and 

practice of English and Multicultural Folk Dance Song and Music by means of 

dances, classes, lectures, demonstrations and like methods in the town of 

Broadstairs and St. Peter’s and neighbouring towns and villages. “ 

Founded in 1965, Folk Week creates a festival that uses almost every venue in the 

town, including the Pavilion on the Sands, the Baptist Auditorium, the Crampton 

Tower Museum, the Sailing Club, the Bandstand, local schools, cafes and pubs.  

Folk Week presents 22 concerts, 11 ceilidhs, 14 dances, 45 workshops in music, song 

and dance, a programme of children’s events and street entertainment. There are 

over 450 events across the week. There is a mix of ticketed and free events.  

Many of the activities for families are free.  A mix of international, national and local 

artistes performs at Folk Week and the town’s everyday life is transformed into a 

true festival experience that is accessible to all ages, backgrounds and abilities.   

Participation is at the heart of the festival – ranging from family ceilidhs, the 

Creativity Tent, the free Hobby Horse club with music, song and dance for 

intergenerational audiences, family ukulele workshops and the Band in a Weekend 

for young musicians and singers.  

Folk Week is a community event that relies on 250 volunteers to create the festival.  

Folk Week aims to create a diverse event with opportunities for participation at 

every level and for every age group. The festival is a showcase for up and coming 

performers who perform alongside more established ones.  

Folk Week aims to keep the event financially viable so that it can remain in the town 

of Broadstairs and continue to have a significant Economic Impact  which according 

to the 2012 survey by KCC in in the region of £2.3 million.  

Broadstairs Folk Week is a registered charity and a Company Ltd by Guarantee. The 

festival has 2 employees who report to the Broadstairs Folk Week committee which 

meets monthly and consists of volunteers with a range of skills and experience. 


